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FROM SITE SUPERINTENDENT MARTHA
DOWNEY

How quickly the summer days have passed.
In spite of the extreme heat visitors continued to
arrive at the door of the Visitors' Center and enjoyed
touring the Site. June through August 742 people
visited the Site.

Two students from Knox College served
internships this summer at the Site. Michelle
Steffens and Adrienne Wagner spent time
organizing the Site’s collection of Inklings and
Idlings, working with collection records, cleaning the
cottage, and familiarizing themselves with Carl
Sandburg. The required reading was Always the
Young Strangers. Certainly we are appreciative to
Knox College and especially Robin Metz and Terrie
Saline, who helped set up this opportunity for
students and the Site.

Knox also provided the Site with student
workers on September 9. Five students plus their
student orientation leader arrived that Sunday
afternoon and helped with the clean out of the
Visitors’ Center basement. They also moved a
heavy iron stove to a more appropriate storage
area.

The feel of autumn is in the air and
anticipation is building for the broadcast on PBS of
the wonderful Paul Bonesteel film, The Day Carl
Sandburg Died. This film will renew interest in
lllinois’ poet of the prairie just at harvest time.
Harvest on the prairie is imagery that Sandburg
used repeatedly. From his Smoke and Steel comes
the following poem.
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HARVEST SUNSET

“Red gold of pools,

Sunset furrows six o'clock,

And the farmer done in the fields

And the cows in the barns with bulging udders.

Take the cows and the farmer.
Take the barns and bulging udders.
Leave the red gold of pools

And sunset furrows six o'clock.
The farmer's wife is singing.

The farmer's boy is whistling.

| wash my hands in red gold of pools.

FROM CSHSA PRESIDENT CHUCK BEDNAR

Creative ideas have been realized from our
pursuit of dreams for furthering the Sandburg
Birthplace Site this year. We seek your suggestions
for promoting the Sandburg “cause.”

Earlier this year a high-end flat screen
television was purchased with Norm Winick
memorial funds for the Site's Visitors' Center to
show guests a program about Sandburg's literary
career.

Stan Shover directed this year's very
successful Penny Parade in January when over



$2.000 was donated for Site projects and
maintenance. Area school children were treated to a
program of entertainment, refreshments, and tours
of the museum and birthplace. Hats off to Stan,
CSHSA volunteers, Martha Downey. and Bishop Hill
staff in support of this splendid occasion.

Treasurer Rick Sayre is to be cited for his
persistent and thorough work in renewing the State
of lllinois and federal documents pertinent to our
reorganization as a non-profit entity.

A spring highlight was the annual Carl
Sandburg Festival for the Mind. A CSHSA
committee organized numerous events at the Site,
including presentations by preeminent Sandburg
biographer Penelope Niven and Poetry Slam creator
Marc Smith. Thanks to Martha Downey, Bert
McElroy, and Tom Foley for their work on the
Festival celebration.

In an ongoing project the CSHSA by-laws
committee headed by Gary Wagle with Rick Sayre,
Bert McElroy, Tom Foley, and myself is reviewing
our current by-laws last updated in 1996. After the
committee revises the by-laws, a draft will be
submitted to the full CSHSA board for approval and
then to the general membership for final approval.

With Martha Downey as host we greeted
new lllinois Historic Preservation Agency Director
Amy Martin during her visit to the Site in August. We
discussed with her our supporting the IHPA in their
challenging work of managing the Site.

Our Annual Meeting in August was
highlighted by featured speaker Carolyn Wilson
Miller who provided recollections of her great uncle
and aunt, Charlie and Emma Krans. Charlie was
Sandburg's cousin. Also at the Annual Meeting we
recognized former CSHSA board members John
Heasly who has arranged for our popular Songbag
Concerts and fourteen year board member Christian
Schock. Our new Mission Statement was approved.

Last fall the CSHSA arranged payment for
repair of the west wing of the Visitors' Center roof.
We have submitted a grant request to the
Galesburg Community Foundation for painting the
exterior of the Visitors' Center.

The Galesburg Public Art Commission
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(GPAC) is working with noted sculptor Lonnie
Stewart to create a nine-foot bronze statue of
Sandburg with a Nubian Goat that will placed in
Central Park in downtown Galesburg. The memorial
will feature Sandburg quotations, a listing of all his
publications and honors, memorial state flags and
the Swedish flag. and a new brick pedestrian
promenade. GPAC includes CSHSA board
members Stan Shover, Barry Swanson, Tede
Verner, Bert McElroy, and myself.

Our thanks to you for your continued and
loyal membership in the CSHSA. We pledge every
effort to make your membership a memorable one
with worthwhile benefits that justify your support of
the Birthplace.

(CSHSA member Rex Cherrington contributed the
following two stories.)

BAREFOOT

Carl Sandburg's autobiography Always the
Young Strangers makes mention of what he called
“Barefoot Nation” and said this was later changed to
simply “Barefoot”. | had grown up hearing
references to Barefoot when my dad or one of his
brothers who would say something about “up in
Barefoot”, the up referring to north, which would be
up on a map. | would be told we were going through
Barefoot when we drove to Westfall Cemetery to
visit the family graves. No one in the family used the
term “Barefoot Nation”, just “Barefoot”. The first time
| read Carl Sandburg's engaging and wonderful
autobiography and saw the mention of Barefoot
Nation | asked my dad if he had ever heard of
Barefoot Nation, and he was puzzled and asked me
why | was asking him. | told him what | had read,
and we talked it over and decided that Carl
Sandburg was referring to the Barefoot, which we
knew but had no idea why the word “Nation™ was
tacked on. Dad assured me that all the way back he
had only heard this called Barefoot. | asked two of
my uncles, and they had never heard of Barefoot
Nation, and they had plenty of stories about
Barefoot but were unaware of it being call a “nation”.
They laughed at the thought of it being a nation.







