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FROM SITE SUPERINTENDENT MARTHA
DOWNEY

The Site is Open this Winter!

With the winter temperatures has come good
news. The Carl Sandburg State Historic Site is open
this winter. Ryan Cuscaden has been hired by the
lllinois Historic Preservation Agency to have the Site
open Fridays and Saturdays 9 am to 4 pm and
Sundays noon to 4 pm. Ryan’s presence at the Site
will allow for an expansion of public hours when
spring arrives.

This past holiday season the Site with
financial support from the Carl Sandburg Historic
Site Association decorated a Christmas tree in the
lllinois Governor's Mansion. Patti Christianson
designed and made the ornaments depicting a
variety of characters and objects from Carl
Sandburg’'s beloved Rootabaga Stories. Among the
items adorning the tree were clowns, zizzies, pigs
with bibs, five rusty rats, red slippers, a watermelon
moon, cream puffs, and a gold accordion. It was
charming and appropriate that the Sandburg tree
was in the library at the Mansion. Thank you to Patti
for her creativity and energy.

Be sure to put February 22 on your calendar.
The Spring Songbag Concert Series begins that
evening at 7 pm with a concert by Turas, a Celtic
band. This Peoria area group has become popular
here in the area with previous performances at the
Site and in Bishop Hill.

Stop by the Site to meet Ryan soon and see
you at the February Songbag.

CSHSA WEBSITE & FACEBOOK

Visit the CSHSA website by searching for
sandburg.org. Visit us on Facebook by searching for
Carl Sandburg Historic Site Association
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PENNY PARADE AT SITE JANUARY 31

Photo by Tom Foley

The annual Penny Parade will be held on
Friday, January 31 from 1 to 3 pm at the Carl
Sandburg State Historic Site. Knox County students
have been asked to collect pennies which will be
donated to the CSHSA on that date to fund projects
and maintenance at the Site in these times of
uncertain state funding. If you would like to donate
to the Penny Parade, stop by the Site on January
31, or mail your donation to CSHSA, Penny Parade,
P.O. Box 585, Galesburg, IL 61402-0585.

CARL SANDBURG'S FIRST BIG FAN: THE
STORY OF C.L. EDSON

By Will and Luz Schick

(Ed. Note: This is the first of three installments by
CSHSA members Will and Luz Schick. The Schicks
are freelance textbook writers who moved to
Galesburg from Evanston. lllinois in 2008. They
‘discovered” Galesburg on a Knox College visit for
their daughter. Both of them grew up in Chicago
(Will is a fifth-generation Chicagoan), so they had
learned about Carl Sandburg and his poem

Winter 2013-2014



“Chicago” very early on. Last year they produced a
documentary for WTVP in Peoria, Boxcar People,
on the Mexican railroad workers who lived with their
families in boxcar camps in Galesburg.)

According to the Schicks, “In the course of
researching that documentary, [we] came across
George T. Edson, a researcher for the U.S.
Department of Labor in the late 1920s who traveled
the country interviewing Mexican workers. Edson's
style of writing in his reports—common-sense and
direct, yet with flashes of poetry, irony, and humor—
captured [our] imagination so much that [we] took a
road trip to the University of California at Berkeley
last summer to find everything he wrote for the U.S.
Department of Labor.

“Toward the end of that road trip, in Topeka,
Kansas, [we] learned that George came from an
extraordinary family of editors and writers. Three
brothers, including George, were ‘country editors’ in
small towns in Kansas and Nebraska. The fourth,
Charley, hit the big time in New York as a columnist.
[We] are in the process of writing a book about the
Edson brothers and their take on the America
unfolding in their lifetimes in the early 20th century—
rural socialism, the Great Depression, the Mexican
and “Bohemian” immigrants they encountered, the
decline of the Mayflower Puritans who were their
direct ancestors. The Edson brothers had much to
say about all that, and more, in their newspaper
writings, offering a dazzling view into rural and
urban America at that transformative time. This
piece is about Charley, or as he was known, C.L.
Edson, who—as [we] were delighted to discover last
December—was one of Carl Sandburg's earliest
literary soul-mates.”

(Authors’' Note: “Through his long and illustrious
career Carl Sandburg corresponded with many
equally famous literary colleagues. But before his
career began, in the difficult early years during
which he struggled to define himself, his craft, and
his place in a turbulent American society, Sandburg
forged a friendship through letters with another
young poet and alter ego, Charles Leroy Edson.
What remains of this correspondence provides an
intriguing glimpse into the preoccupations and
passions that shaped and drove both poets at a
formative age, when they were both unknowns on a
similar path. It also raises interesting questions—as
the two friends matured and their paths diverged—
of talent, choices, fulfillment, and fate.”)
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A MUTUAL ADMIRATION SOCIETY

Charles Leroy Edson, born in 1881 in Wilber, Nebraska. This photo was
taken in about 1915.

Carl Sandburg was editor of his college’s
literary magazine, the Lombard Review, during the
1901-1902 school year. At some point in late 1901
he began to exchange letters with Charles Leroy
Edson, a student at the University of Kansas.
Together with his younger brother George, Edson
printed, edited, and distributed a magazine they
called The Automobile. The January 1902 issue of
the Lombard Review printed one of Edson’s
Automobile poems and, in a separate notice,
Sandburg waxed poetic about Edson and his
publication:

Picturesque and vigorous prose has come
from his pen. besides verse of excellent
quality. Keen satire, biting wit, frolicking
humor and coruscations of common sense
mark the Automobile. Nor are pathos and the
sublime neglected. for many a page gleams
with grave fancies and glows with the
incense burned to unknown goddesses.

At the time, Sandburg was a twenty-four
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